s
Thursday, September 17, 2009

1B

courierpostonline.com/datauniverse for ancestry searches of birth and death dates from 1937 to 2008.

A Sicklerville man is
charged with a
series of bank
robberies in South
Jersey,
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$2M pact OK'd
for transit center

PENNSAUKEN —
Officials on Wednesday
approved a $2.1 million
contract that will
launch construction of
a $40 million transit
center connecting the
Atlantic City Rail Line
and the River LINE,

The * Pennsauken
project, expected to cre-
ate 300 jobs, will rise on
vacant land off Der-
ousse Avenue, The site,
which will also be
served by NJ Transit
buses, is to open by the
end of 2012.

The initial contract,
approved by NJ Tran-
sit's board of directors,
calls for construction of
a 200-foot platform with
related facilities for Riv-
er LINE patrons. Work
is to begin this fall.

A second phase will
add elevated platforms
on either side of the At-
lantic City line and a
280-space parking lot.
The project will be fund-
ed with federal stimu-
lus dollars.

Man badly hurt
in Camden holdup

CAMDEN — A man
was beaten and critical-
ly injured during a day-
light robbery here, city
police said Wednesday.

Camden police said
they arrested a woman
and were seeking a man
in connection with the
9:30 am, attack in the
2600 block of Carmen °
Street. Police said the
assailants fled after a
witness yelled “Stop!”

The victim, identi-
fied only as a 39-year-
old, was in critical con-
dition with severe head
injuries at Cooper Uni-
versity Hospital, Cam
den.

Laurie Davis, 36, l.’!f
the 1400 block of P
Boulevard, Camden.
was arrested later Tues-
day and charged with
robbery, aggravated as-
sault and other offens-
es, She was held at Cam-
den County Jail with no
bail.

Anyone with infor-
mation should call po-
lice at (856) 757-7486.

Hospitals open
graceful spaces

MOUNT HOLLY —
Two South Jersey hos-
pitals this week are un-
veiling new facilities
meant to offer a place of
refuge to patients, staff-
ers and visitors.

A “healing garden”
is to open today at Vir-
tua Memorial in Mount
Holly. The all-season
garden, with falling wa-
ter and colorful flowers,
occupies a hospital
courtyard.

And Cooper Univer-
sity Hospital in Camden
marked the openingof a
nondenominational
chapel off the main lob-
by of its new patient Pa-
vilion. The Margaret L.
Isaacs Chapel, which
has stained glass win-
dows and a “running
water feature,” will be
open around the clock.

The chapel is the last
space to open in the Pa-
vilion, which debuted
in December.

Camden woman
robbed near home

CAMDEN — A city
woman was robbed at
gunpoint in her drive-
way, police said.

The victim, identi-
fied only as a 54-year-
old, handed over her
purse during the inci-
dent in the 1000 block of
Lakeshore Drive short-
ly before 10 p.m. Tues-
day, said Camden po-
lice.

Anyone with infor-
mation about the crime
should call Camden Po-

k3

South Jersey

Local News Editor Leon Tucker

DRPA quits option deal

Agency spends about $35 million in transaction

By EILEEN STILWELL
Courier-Post Staff

The Delaware River
Port Authority approved
spending about $35 million
Wednesday to cash out of a
risky swap option deal cre-
ated by the prior adminis-
tration.

The option, held by
UBS Bank, is on $108 mil-
lion of port district bonds
that were sold in 1999.

Rather than agree to
USB's demand, which
calls for a variable interest
rate on annual payments
of about $5 million begin-
ning in January, DRPA
agreed to cash out.

“A side benefit to cash-
ing out is it removes the
risk from our debt porifo-
lio which will put us in a
better position when we
sell future bonds," said
CFO John Hanson.

The authority expects
to sell bonds in excess of $1
billion for capital im-
provements to its four
bridges, the PATCO
Hi-Speedline, the passen-
ger cruise terminal in
South Philadelphia, the
seasonal RiverLink ferry
system and its headquar-
ters at One Port Center.

DRPA's existing debt is
$1.14 billion, said Hanson.

In other business, Tam-

arisk L. Jones, director of
Health and Senior Servie-
es for Gloucester County,
was SWorn in as a commis-
sioner on the 16-member
board. All serve without
compensation.

Jones was among three
people nominated by Gov.
Jon §. Corzine in June to
the board, She and Rich-
ard Sweeney, business

See DRPA, Page 2B
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STRATFORD

New additions to a
Stratford park are direct-
ed at keeping children
safe and encouraging
adult exercise.

Saratoga Park, at Sar-
atoga and Laurel roads,
has several new addi-
tions, thanks to two
$25,000 grants from the
the Camden County free-
holders. .

“In the last two years,
we had a new swing set
put in, a walking track, a
fence, and we just in-
stalled life trails exercise
equipment for adults,”
said Bill D’ Ambrosio, the
borough's parks commis-
sioner. “It's exercise
equipment with five dif-
ferent units. It's the only
one here in South Jer-
sey.”

The equipment allows
adults to engage in about
15 different exercises, in-
cluding push-ups and
chin-ups. The LifeTrail
adult fitness equipment
was purchased from
PlayWorld Systems,

equipment to retirement
communities and parks.
“A lot of people can't
afford a gym," said D’Am-
brosio. “They can use the
equipment and walk the
track, and what's hap-

which sells LifeTrail
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pening now is people are
coming over and teach-
ing their grandchildren
to ride bikes on the track.
It's just really nice.”

Adding a fence around
the park was the primary
reason that Stratford's
park commission applied
for the county grants.

“The park is on a main
road — Laurel Road. I
think people could have
been afraid to have their
children play there be-
cause of the traffic," said
D’Ambrosio. "Now peo-
ple come to the park be-
cause it has gates, and
the children can run
arqund freely."

“The whole thing is
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Grants from the Camden County freeholders helped
pay for additions at Saratoga Park in Stratford.

safety,” continued D'Am-
brosio. “People come
from other towms be-
cause they feel safe there
and a lot of area parks
don’t have swings or a
track."

For future park pro-
jects in Stratford, D'Am-
brosio noted that the
commission now has fi-
nancing through the resi-
dents,

“Last year, we went
out to the neighborhoods
to get a petition signed
that the park commission
has its own budget." said
D'Ambrosio. “"Now we
get about $30,000 a year to
start fixing up our local
parks."”

Land negotiator
cited for saving
tracts in Burleo

Matthew Johnson
credits freeholders
for commitment

to preservation

By CAROL COMEGNO
Courier-Post Staff

MOUNT HOLLY

A nonprofit group that
works to preserve land
along the Rancocas Creek
has honored Burlington
County’s open space coor-
dinator,

The Rancocas Conser-

. vancy this week cited Mat-

thew Johnson of Lumber-
ton for his role in helping
it to protect property along
the stream.

Johnson's office has
provided technical assis-
tance and fundmg to aid
rvancy's efforts,
sai@f@¥drbara Rich, a
Moorestown environmen-
talist who is the organiza-
tion's president. Over the
past 18 years, the Conser-
vancy has preserved more
than 1,700 acres along the
creek, using $3 million in
donations, Green Acres
grants and other funding,

*Matt Johnson is one of
the most talented land ne-
gotiators I have met.” Rich
said. “When others
haven't been able to final-
ize land acquisition, he
and the consultants the
county uses have been suc-
cessful like a silent army.”

The Conservancy's
holdings include several
hundred acres of forested
land in Tabernacle and
hundreds of acres in the
North Branch Preserve in
Pemberton Township,
which is owned in partner-
ship with the Burlington
County Bov Scout Coun-
cil.

It also owns the Wurst
fract in Medford.

Johnson said the coun-
ty contributed $200.000 to-
ward the Conservancy's
purchase of 150 acres of
wildlife habitat in Pem-
berton Borough and the
Cramer Farm property in
Springfield and Pember-
ton Township.

The Mark Thomas Con-
servation Award — named

Photo provided
Matthew Johnson of Lum-
berton recelved the Mark
Thomas Conservation
Award for helping to pro-
tect land along the Ranco-
cas Creek.

for the Conservancy’s
founder — cites Johnson's
“unwavering, dedication
to fostering partnerships”
that help preserve, protect
and enhance the Rancocas
Creek watershed.

*We've worked togeth-
er and sat down with a
number of land owners
and helped both the land-
owner and the nonprofit
understand the goals and
figure out the best way to
achieve their goals,
whether it be tax benefits
or easement options,”
Johnson said.

He said credit for his ef-
forts should go to Burling-
ton County’'s freeholders
and their commitment to
preservation and smart
growth.

The Conservancy initi-
ated the effort to preserve
the Boundary Creek natu-
ral resource area in
Moorestown that eventu-
ally led to its preservation
by Burlington County sev-
eral years ago.

“The Conservancy fur-
thers what the county is
now trying to do in creat-
ing a greenway along the
Rancocas,” he said.

Johnson said it has
been a jov to work with
conservancy members,
calling them "visionaries"
whose efforts have been ef-
fective,

By GEORGE MAST
Courier-Post Staff

CAMDEN

A Superior Court judge
is recovering after fractur-
ing his skull in several
places during a bicycle ac-
cident Sunday morning.

Superior Court Judge
Lee Solomon, who sits in
Camden, was expected to
be moved from Cooper
University Hospital's
Trauma Intensive Care

Dianne Solomon.

Solomon said her hus-
band, who has been a state
judge for more than three
vears, is doing remarkably
well but will need quite a
while to fully recover,

“He is not going to be at
the courthouse as soon as
he thinks he is going to be
at the courthouse,” she
said.

Solomon, 55, of Haddon-
field, has also served as a
freeholder, county prose-

In addition, he has
served in the state Assem-
bly, representing the 6th
District. He also ran un-
successfully for the U.S.
House in 1992.

Solomon said her hus-
band was training Sunday
morning for a future bike
ride to Ocean City to raise
money for awareness
about multiple sclerosis
when he hit a pothole on
Church Road in Medford
and fell headlong into the

juries, Solomon said her
husband also fractured his
hip and pelvis.

If he hadn’t been wear-
ing a helmet, Solomon said
the injuries could have
been much worse.

Solomon joked her hus-
band has always liked to
try new things, such as vis-
it new restaurants, and
now he has had a chance to
visit Cooper's newly mint-
ed frauma center.

“He had to come see

Judge Solomon fractures skull in bicycle accident

lice at (856) 757-7486. Unit late Wednesday or to- cutor and a top member of street. Cooper too,” Solomon
— Courier-Post staff day, according to his wife the U.S. Attorney's Office. Aside from his head in-  said. LEE SOLOMON
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